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SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT AND CORRUPTION FIGHTING IN PUBLIC SYSTEM
Constantin DUGULEANĂ, 
TRANSILVANIA University of Braşov
Abstract: In Romania, the problem of sustainable development has been considered only after 1989. There was defined the National strategy for sustainable development. The main objective of this Strategy is increasing of the welfare and individual prosperity and the social ensemble at national level, following the economic development in natural capital support limits, in a way to guarantee also the quality of next generations’ life. Through the main objective there are: ensuring the population’s state of health, resizing and remodelling the economic-social structure and its transformation into a sustainable system, developing a legal and institutional coherent system, compatible to the members of EU, monitoring and evaluating the performance of economic, social and natural environment protection, through a quantitative, qualitative and determinable system. 

Sustainable development approaches the quality of life in its whole complexity, under economic, social and environmental aspects, promoting the idea of equilibrium between economic development, social equity, efficient use of resources and conservation of natural environment. The key element of sustainable development is the reconciliation between economic growth process and environment quality. This implies the promotion of an integrative process of elaboration and decision, globally and regionally or locally. This process implies the distribution of costs and benefices of development between generations, and within the same generation between rich and poor people. The strategies for sustainable development highlight the interdependencies between local and global level, between developed and less developed countries, between present and future. Sustainable development implies for each human being or institution, to have a certain behavior, a certain attitude.
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1. CORRUPTION, THE SLOWING FACTOR OF THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT
Corruption, a social bad thing widely spread and having hidden forms, even from the ancient times, conducts to non-compliance with laws, democracy and human rights; it twists the concurrence, being harmful for an economic and social sustainable development. When corruption involves politic officials, named representatives and civil servants, it is a threat which undermines the confidence of population and the moral fundamental values of society, jeopardizing the stability of democratic state institutions, the social justice. In these conditions, the sustainable development is slowed down.

The fight against corruption at European level is coordinated from 1999, by the Group of States against corruption of Europe’s Council (GRECO). One of the GRECO recommendations refers to the requirement of improving the mechanism of verifying the wealth and interest conflicts. 
The National Strategy against Corruption 2005 – 2007, adopted by the Romanian Government considers through its objectives: ”fighting against corruption through administrative means”. Romania has introduced in 2005, the most detailed wealth declarations from Europe, having a public character and being available online.
Romania is the first member state which set up a specialized department for the control of European funds, named Department of Fight Anti Fraud – DLAF (in Romanian).
Romania is also the first member state of GRECO, which established an independent agency for the wealth’s control, named National Agency of Integrity – ANI (in Romanian). Other institutions, as: the National Department Anticorruption – DNA (in Romanian) and Direction of Investigation the Infractions of Organized delinquency and Terrorism - DIICOT (in Romanian) are instruments, which Justice Ministry uses in fighting against corruption, terrorism and organized crime.
2. NATIONAL SYSTEM OF INTEGRITY IN PUBLIC SECTOR
The Law 144/2007 sets the founding, organization and functioning of the National Agency of Integrity (ANI), as an independent institution, with judicial personality, which functions at national level, with a unique structure. ANI has the ability to control and verify the wealth declarations, the interests’ declarations and the states of incompatibilities, implicitly or at the appealing of citizens.
The Law 144/2007 also stipulates the founding, organization and functioning of the National Council of Integrity (CNI), as a body of monitoring the activity of ANI. The Council is built on the principle of equal representation of all categories of persons submitted to the verifying and it has a coordinating role of Agency’s activity, by making recommendations.

Figure 1 presents the place of ANI for ensuring the integrity in the public system of management.
CNI is directly involved in the election of the president and vice-president of ANI. CNI meets quarterly or how many times it is necessary, in public working meeting. Quarterly the Agency presents to CNI an activity report, which may formulates recommendations about the strategy of ANI. Once per year, ANI is analyzed by an external auditing firm, whose report is analyzed by CNI.
Figure 1. National System of Integrity in Public Sector
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Legend:

MJ – Ministry of Justice
MEF – Ministry of Economy and Finances
(UN)CJR – (National Union) of Counties’ Councils from Romania

(A)MR – (Association) of Municipalities from Romania
(A)OR – (Association) of Cities from Romania
(A)CR – (Association) of Villages from Romania
ANFP – National Association of Civil Servants
Associations of Magistrates – recorded associations
Organized Civil Society – Non Government Organizations (NGOs)
The relationships of collaboration between the Agency, the Council and the other authorities and public institutions with which ANI collaborates and which make the object of controlling and verifying, are presented in Figure 1, like a national system for ensuring the integrity in public sector.
3. LIFE QUALITY AND FIGHTING AGAINST CORRUPTION
Romania is the poorest country in European Union, which means that it is the country that ensures for its citizens and for future generations, the lowest quality of life face to other countries from European Union. This is available both for the population in towns and for that in the country side (Marginean I., “Life Conditions of Population from Rural Space”, Life Quality, 17, 2006).


Romania is very often considered the poorest country from EU, meaning the country that ensures to its citizens and next generations the lowest quality of life compared with the other EU members. This affirmation include both the city population and the rural population (Marginean I., ““Life Conditions of Population from Rural Space”, Life Quality, 17, 2006). Rural environment is a big part of unfavourable balance for Romania (Jens A., Faher T., “Perception of Living Condition in an Enlarged Europe”, 2004), but the quality of city life also is unfavourable. Improving the city quality of life, presently and in the future, is a main objective of the study of urban metabolism. People are transferring constantly a between present and future: they are making economies in the present in order to have a bigger consumption in the future, draw decisions for achieving related to the expectancies related to the future events, procreate and educate the new generations in order to ensure the future. Although the economic development process is a very long one, the perspective of improving the quality of life is aimed to offer a positive attitude.



Internationally, for the past three decades, the accent was on the attention for the problems of quality of life, especially in EU, USA, Canada, Japan and so on. In the states that were until 1989 under the former communist block, the preoccupation for the quality of life was initially circumscribed to party politics. That stipulated just the necessity to develop a program based on Marxist concepts to contribute to the improvement of quality of life at central and local level, to allow the existence of a multilateral developed society. Starting from the last decade of 20-th century, the accent was on the straightening of the long term collaboration in socio-psychological-pedagogical domains of research, through grounding larger and larger networks to approach also the problematic of quality life at local communities’ level.



At EU level, in 1975, was established European Foundation for the Improvement of the Life and Working Conditions, in Dublin, Ireland. The objective of the Foundation was the study of quality life at national and local level for each of the members of EU and constituting a network of academic and research institutions network to favour the comparisons between data obtained from different zones of Europe and elaborating common strategies for implementing solutions concerning quality of life.


The community studies, the zone and national researches, based on quantitative methods over the poorness in Romania, and also the comparative analysis over the phenomena at international level, have been a constant of the activity of Institute for Quality Life Research. Few studies are mentioned bellow, studies conducted by some valuable researchers like: Voicu B., “How Poor the Romanian are: Subjective and Consensus Approaches”, Life Quality 17, 2006, Mihailescu A., “Evolutions in the Minimum Life Level Sphere of Population from Romania (calculated after normative method) in period 1990 – 2005”, Life Quality 17, 2006, Dobos C., “Public Health Care Services and Social Development”, Life Quality 3-4, 2005, Zamfir C. coord. “Indicators and Variation of Life Quality Sources”, 1984, Stanculescu M. and Berevoescu I., “Pasting Poor, Searching for Other Life!”, 2004 and so on.


The poverty of an important part of Romanian population is explained also through the high level of corruption showed clearly during '90 years.
4. CONCLUSIONS
The sustainable development and the life quality in our country are conditioned by the reduction of the corruption phenomenon in the public system. There exist important preoccupations in this field, by creating the National Agency of Integrity and that of National Council of Integrity. The researches concerning the life quality put in evidence the way of how corruption influences the life level of population and how it determines the poverty phenomenon. The public services from fields like administration, health, education, public order and others must act for decreasing significantly the corruption level.
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